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ABSTRACT

�������	�
��� To ensure safe, effective and rational prescribing by tomorrow’s doctors it is important 
to assess the prescribing skills of today’s medical students. The aim of this study was to assess the 
prescribing skills of MBBS preclinical students of a Teaching Hospital.

�
�������  First and second year medical students were given different sets of common clinical 
scenarios and asked to write a prescription for these. The physician and drug related components 
were analyzed following the WHO guidelines. The data were statistically analyzed using Chi-
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component respectively. MBBS second year students scored 139 (92.66%) and 111 (73.33%) in 
physician and drug related components respectively. Results obtained from the element prescriber's 
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need of adequate prescribing knowledge in order to minimize the prescription errors and irrational 
prescribing. Based on this study, we suggest all the undergraduate medical students should be 
regularly trained and evaluated to further help minimize the prescribing errors.
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knowledge and skill. But is this the scenario around? 
Are the students well prepared to enter the clinical 
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that the prescription writing skills of medical students 
are not satisfactory.5	 '�	!�
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parts of physician and drug related components.&	

Therefore the present study was conducted with an 
��%������	 ��	 �

�

	 ���	 ���
�������
	 !����
�	 
����
	 ��	
������
����	 �
�����������	 �������	 
����
�
	 ��	 (����	
�������	 )������	 *�����
�	 $�
������	 +����
�����	 *��	
result of this study also gives room for effective 
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their respective year of teaching. They were allotted 
10 minutes to write the prescription for the conditions 
given to them. Their prescriptions were then assessed 
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test. P values < 0.01and < 0.0001 were considered 
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The performance of prescription writing skill was 
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n (%) n (%)
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���� 3&#	;IF�##< 3&F	;I4�44<

Professional degree 
and registration no:

IK	;4F�##< 3"#	;K"<
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and telephone no:

32#	;4K�44< 3#3	;KL�##< †

Date of prescription: 32#	;4K�44< 3#3	;KL�##<†

Patients identity 3&F	;I4�44< 3&L	;IK<

Patients address 105 (70) 3&"	;I&�44<†

Diagnosis 3&4	;IL�##< 3&K	;IK�44<

Q�����	R	�, 3&4	;IL�##< 3&K	;IK�44<

/��
������U
	
signature

3&#	;IF�##< 3&K	;IK�44<

Information, 
instructions and 
warnings to patients

I3	;42�44< 33"	;L&�44<W

             Drug related components

Appropriateness of 
drug selected

120 (80) 3#K	;I"<W

Strength of drug I&	;4"�44< 3"3	;K2�44<W

Dosage form IK	;4F�##< 32#	;4K�44<
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dispensed

FK	;#K�44< L"	;&K<

Direction for use 102 (68) 33&	;L4<
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%

(n=150) %

Physician related 
components

82 I"�44W

Drug related 
components

62.66 L#�##

*P <0.01
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The results of this study reveal the prescription writing 

����
	 ���
�
�	 ������
����	 �++Q	 
����
�
�	 '�	 �
	 �����	

������
�	 ����	 �	 ����	 
�����	 ��	 
����
�
	 ��	 ����	
��
�	�
�	
���
�	����	!���	�
�!���	 �
	�����	����
	��	
���
����
	�
�	����	�������	�����
�
�
�	+���	���	��
�	
and the second year students made more mistakes in 
����	�������	�����
�
�
�	`��	��
���
	
��!	������
��	
�
	���	���
�����
�	�������
���
�	*��
	���	��	�����
�	
��	 ���	 �������	 ��	 ���	 �
�����������	 ���������������	
������
�	 !����	 �
	 �������	 ��
��	 �
�	 �����������	 	 �
�	
����
�
�	 ��!	 ��	 ���
�����	 �������
���	 �
	 ��������	
and thus chances of error occur.7 Implementation of 
�,��

���	 �������	 ��
��	 ����
�
�	 ��������	 ���	 ��	
more effective in this aspect. Also the inclusion of 
b����	$�����	`���
�D����

:	j����	��	j���	/��
�����
�1 
into the medical curriculum would make a more focused 
��������	��	�������
�	���	
����
�
	�
	���
�����
��	

In this study, the most common type of error was lack 
of information, instructions and warnings to the patient. 
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emphasized to prevent any adverse drug events related 
to the therapy.
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we recommend all the undergraduate medical students 
and the outgoing students, tomorrow’s doctors, should 
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