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(:fodu‘tion o
e . The world is celebrating 1972 as the Internation«l Book Year under the slogan of
for AlL’" This is of special significance for developing couniries like Nepal whete
4sgook5 hostages are particularly ccute but demand is increasin g steadily es the frontiers of
ubook Sy recede and access to tducation widens.”” This provides an opporiunily to make
ijlitcrﬂcssmcm of wha! has already been done and what can further be donme, to make the
555 @ 11
ks available to all.
bo°
og Fe5s of Education
Pr . L . .
The speed at which the progress of education is making headwoy and the frontiers
jriteracy is receding in Nepa) can be seen frem the following 1able :
of 1!
€ cation No. of S¢hools - - : Mo. of Students
o
" vel 1951 ! 1961 1970 1954 1961 1970
/__;:::;——-—““ 321 4,000 1 7,250 *,°05 182,533 449,14
._.-‘-'—""'-‘———-_—— - .
- gecondary 1 156 1,065 1,689 21,115 102,704
) —.—-"-'——M"-'—_ ) - e
Highey : p) 33 49 250 5,143 17,200
PR

progress of Publication

behind the track 1o cope with the situation. This is evident also {from the sampling survey

of some of the publishing bouses, the result of which 15 as follows;

- & An emioent author and poet of Nepal,
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Publishing No. of Publications No. of Genaral Raading Materialy — |
House 1968 1269 1970 1968 1969 1970 £
Ratna Pustak S ,
' -~ 2713 433 535 14 109 124 ﬂ
Bhandar ' : :
Sajha Prakashan | 252 266 | 7307 64 %0 82 |
Pustak Sansar 80 S 107 30 38 - 33 i
- ]
Jogagdamba 1
Not  Available 79 Not  Available 70 }
Prakashan - ,
i
Education |
Not Available 36 Not Available 16
Enterprise :

. Chitdrens’ Books

The situation appears far more grim when we look at the state of the children’s
... books which.is us follows: L . e

Publishi o No. of General feading l Books for Chitdren
. Publishirg Hous_e Materials , .
SmEmIE I i —d
- i
o 1968 1969 1970 1968 l 1969 | 1970 4
Ratna Pustak Bhandar 14 107 127 7 7 T
Sajha Prakashan 64 90 182 | 4 ! 6
Pustak Sansar ' 30 38 33 % * | )
Jagagdamba Prakashan Not Available 70 Mot Avéilab\e ‘ X
“Education Entéfprise Not Avaitable 16 ot ] A.v.cai_l_ablg_' 4_:

The ﬁgurc does not jpclude text-books,
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Papera and Journals

If we make a survey of the papers and journals, we find not o single column devoted
te the child-readers, Some atlempts were indced made ip the past 10 provide literature
to the children through the publication of pariodizals like ‘Ankha’ (Eye), Chenga (Kite),
‘Balok’ :Child) and ‘Kepjie® {(Bud). The *4nkbs’ (mouvthly) snd the ‘Chasga’ [(quurierly)
proved after a passage of time only sporadic efforis on the parts of some pioneering
cduacaiional institutions in Kathmandu to incufcate the babit of reeding snd writing
among the school children in a local scale. They could in no way serve the purpose of
children's literature in the true sense of the term for a number of reascns including: the
tack of peoper illustrations and psychological upprotches. Amalgemated into one ia 1968
and named ns  ‘Bafek’  (Child) the latter two monthiies have been trying
their best an 2 pational scale to make use of the psycologica) as well as illustrative.
methods. But they ure still far behind the goal of becomivg the guide, companion and
teacher of 1be children,

Meed of Book Policy

This shows there is an urgent need of “werional book pelicies which give real
recognition to the imporiaoce of the printed word ip the transmission of knowledge. apd
the stimulation of ideas,” ‘

Not to be Confused with Education Policy

One should not, however, confuse, in this context, the national book policy with
the national education one. The M.tional Education Policy, as envisaged in the National
Education System plan for 1971-76, introduced recently in the country, bas rightty taid
down the national goals as “1o produce citizens who will conduct themselves in accordance
with the Paschayal sysiem and to meel the manpower requirements of the development
through the speed of scientific and technical educaiion.”

Thers is no denying the fact that “the paramouot task in education is development
of creative faculties and intellect, as in most occupstions meplal and creative activily
kas a tendency to grow, and to grow at an accelerated pace.”

Importance of Children’s Literature

‘But “education, as UNESCO has come to use the term, no longer refersto a period
spent outside sociely sbsorbing facts, but a continuous process which starts with being born
and ends, ideally, with death,”
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As sueh itis essential that children are provided with general reading materials,
outside their curriculum, in their native tengue, 1hat may divert them ‘even for a
while, so that they may go back to their lessons fresh and invigorated as ever before.
Thea only- the children can be ezxpected to grow strong and healthy.

Contributions from Respective .Quarters

1t is heartening, in this context, to note that the Sajha Prakashan has come (orward
to'lavnch a'three year plan for publishing general reading materials directed towsrds
broadening the ‘outlook and, strengthening the wmeral character of the children,
Although the thiriy titles planned 1o be publisbed under this veoture for three different
groups between the ages of sevem and fourteen are of no great count sgaiast the
background of the stzadily increasing demand of books, it is indeed a great venture with
admirable gesture-as it also plans to give due consideration to proper representation.
Similar sorts of ventures on the part of concerned quarters and- co-operative attitude
on that of teschers, parents and wrilers will undoubledly go 2 long way to bring
about sound and healthy growth of intellect as well as creative faculties of the

children.

Concluslon -

Concerted efforts of this sort, a)l coordinated under a national plan or policy will,
it is evident, nol onty maiterislise, for children, the slogan of *‘books for all,” but also
provide mentally sound and healthy manpower for the country.
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