HEARD, SEEN AND SPOKEN

It is not a thing to be written about in these columns but the story came out when we discuss:;
ing the increasing number of accidents in the 20th. century medical practice. From accndcnts:‘!?'
we shifted to the cause of accidents and it was mentioned that one could not expect any less whe
people were so lackadaisical as regards safety regulations in Nepal. Apparently a foreign lady~
had been to Pokhara and whilst there had bought a donkey—which she wanted to bring back té
Kathmandu. As she was flying back she approached the pilot regarding the feasibility of takmg )
the animal by plane. The concerned authority looked forspaccinthe D.C. 3, (it was durmg_;.ﬁ
the pre-Avro days for internal flights), and said that the only place they could offer the donkcy
was in the cock-pit by the side of the pilot. Wise reasoning however followed and the donkey’ s}.
owner decided that rather than bear the strain of having subjected the plane's passengers to such‘gﬁ
risks, it was far better that the donkey should foliw the land route. So by a last minute hxtch the;
‘Flag Carrier of the Everest Country’ has not had to change its name to ‘Donkey Carrier. . \‘i ”

it

b4 X X .-f- i

signboards in and around New Road, For example,. I saw that one enterprising busmcssman had
opened a P.V. Restaurant opposite F.B.’s lodge in Pako. The question now arises, “Does FB

reside by P.V." 7
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There are rumours that the present emblem of the N.M.A., which nobody seems to display
except some car owners and the Journal, should be changed as it is not wholly compactible with
she Nepalese scene. Analysing it I really cannot make up my mind for after all our "PANNUS’
may be compared as an equivalent of Florence Nightingale's lamp and of course the snakes {from
the sword of Asclepius are there If any change is to be made 1 suggest that we have a ‘GARUD’
nolding a ‘NAAG’ (Nepalese Snake-Gad), in cach claw. This will mean the complete Nepalisation
of the Medical Association emblem. If this is not possible under the draft of the Revised and
amended constitution, which appeared in the last issue of this Journal, then 1 supgest that all
doctors unite to form a lobby and get the Ayurvedics to form an Association and take this as

their emblem.
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Talking about the Nepalisation of emblems the other organisation that comes to mind is
the Red Cross. Thisis an anomaly-to have a cross in a Hindu Kingdom. After ail, exemptions
were made and Red Crecents formed in Muslim countries. Even there, T hear now that they are
having second thoughts ever since Neil Armstrong went to the moon and made it unhoiy.The
chance of the sun being made unholy is remote. So I suggest that we call it Red Sun.
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As a man trained in the ways of the modern Scientific form of medicine, I for one cannot
understand the present tedency by some section of the public, who advocate for the more rapid
advancement of Aurvedic systern of medicine. I agree that there is a lot to be said for the curative
properties of our herbs, but until such time as these are fuily investigated, and their uses put on a
more scientific rationale I for one would hesitate even recommending it. As far as the uses of
metals such as gold, mercury etc. are concerned, Western Medicine has been through the full
circle. Let me instance the case of gold, used at one time in Western medicine for rheumatod
arthritis then discarded and now gradually rensed again. Why can we not accept what they have
already confirmed to be true and then continue on from there. According to the speeches in the
papers most of theadvocates of this system of medicine seem to prefer it because of its cheapness.
Whether it does any good or not is another matter !! To practice just plain ‘Jhar-Phuk’ on a coun-
trywide basis would be still cheaper. After all the 20th. Century Western Medicine refers to
these type of prople by more respectable names such as psychoanalysts and psychiatrists.
By the way how medicines prescribed under themodern scientific system of medicine could be
made available at cheaper rates in Nepal ? India is trying to reduce the prices of medicines
at last, Could Sajha get more medicines at very cheap rates from overseas instead of
buying the seme medicines sccond hand from India, Secondly why in a poor country
like Nepal the art of dispensing has died with the closure of the old compounders school.
Although the Department of Health Services had a rule that no Medical Halil was lcgal unless
it had a trained compounder who could dispense prescriptions for mixtures and ointments etc,
the Department does not seem to  bother if :uch  prescripticns are turned away by
all medical halls now a days with the excuse “‘we don’t have one of the ingredients” or “‘our
compounder is off today-please come tomorrow’ ' —they know the patieot cannot wait for
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the Medical Halls discard the practice. But then in Nepal the medical practice itself] ,5
devc]oping such a trend that how big a doctor is may be judged by how comy !he

take off like a cyclone with a deviation towards the ]cft of course.
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The influx of so many newspapers and periodicals has been the cause of sensationalism i m
Kathmandu, To survive in this cruel world of journalism, one must be able to sell ones papers—‘% i
and to do this one must be sensational. Hospital service, doctors and their behavious towardsﬁ’
patients has been a source of interesting, emotional scb stories of Kathamndu. Take this, howevcrlé
10 the point of distorting the truth and it becomes nothing more thana very low grade of

journalism.

Let me not beat about the bush—the papers in question are TARKA, and CHARCHAfm

of a ‘crack-pot’. Perhaps that is why neither the Medical Association, nor the Bir Hospital noif
the Health Services have bothered to contradict it. This I think is the right decision, for to contra,
dict it would just provide this type of newspaper with the attention that it so desperately needs. |

raj built pedestal, let me just say that therc has been no shortage of doctors who have taken t -
writing or publishing books. Anton Chekov, John Keats, Axel Munthe, A.J. Cromn
Somerset Maugham, Richard (Ostler) Gordon, all were medical men at some time. The onl !
thing that remains to be said is that, since when has the Editor of Charcha had this smug selif“

imposed right of judging how others should spend their leisure hours. i,
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