Summary Of Original Papers

PROSTACYCLIN ADMINISTRATION DURING CARDIOPULMONARY BYPASS

IN MAN
- D. B. LONGMORE

J. GRAEME BENNETT
P. M. HOYLE

M. A. SMITH

A. GREGORY

T. OSIVAND

W. A. JONES

In a dout:le-blind trial prostacyclin was given to 12 to 23 patients undergoing coronary
vein grafting. The treatment group showed a preservation of platelet number and functjon,
with u halving of blood loss in the first 18 h post operatively. The heparin sparing effect

of prostacyclin was confirmed, as were the vasodilator effects which were not troublesome.

tlur original article, see THE LANCET. 11 April 198]. page 800.)

IMPAIRED IMMUNE RESPONSE OF SPLENECTOMISED PATIENTS TO POLY-
VALENT PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINE

STEFPHEN W. HOSEA
CYNTHIA G. BURCH
ERIC J. BROWN
RICHARD A. BERQG

MICHAEL M. DRANK

Immune response to polyvalent pneumococcal vaccine was measured in normal volunt.
cers and splenectomised patients, by means of a newly developed enzyme-linked immunosorb-
ent assay for pneumococcal antibodies. IgG and IgM responses to eight of the nine polysacs
charides tested were markedly impaired in splenectomised patients. The response of splenect-
omised patients was less than that of the controls in terms of absolute titre of antibody

achieved, relative risc in titre (fold increase of post-immunisation titre over pre-immunisation
titre), and rate of rise.

(THE LANCET. 11 April 1981. page 804) '
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PROPHYLACTIC CEFAZOLIN VERSUS PLACEBO IN TOTAL HIP REPLACEMENT

C. HILL

F.MAZAS

R/FLAMANT

). EVRARD

The effect of five days of antibiotic prophylaxis with cefazolin injections (beginning

just before surgery) on postoperative infectious complications was evaluated in a
l double-blind, randimised, placebo-controlled trial in nine centres on 2137 patients und-
ergoing hip replacement. Auntibiotic prophylaxis reduced the number of hip infections signi-
ficantly from 3.3%, (placeho) to G.93 (cefazolin). Positive peroerative blood samples and
positive bacteriological examinaticn of the drain were risk Tactors for hip infection but the
prognostic value of obesity diabetes, or previous hip surgery was not confirmed: Development
of a urinary infection was not related to hip infection. Hip infections were less comamon in
the four centres with hypersterile operating theatres, and the benefits of prophylactic anti-

biotics were restricted to patients having hip replacement operations in convetional theatres.
(THE LANCET. {1 April 1981. page 795.)

RANDOMISED PLACEBO-CONTROLLED TRIAL OF HEPATITIS B SURFACE
VACCINE IN FRENCH HAEMODIALYSIS UNITS : 11, HAEMODIALYSIS PATIENTS
JEAN CROSNIER
PAUL JUNGERS
ANNE MARIE COUROUCE
AGNES LAPLANCHE
ELLEN BENHAMOQU
FRANCOISE DEGOS
BERNARD LACOUR
PAUL PRUNET
YVANNEX CERISIER
PIERRE GUESRY
A vaccine against hepatitis B surface antigen (Institut Pasteur Production) was assessed
in 138 haemodialysis patientsin a placebo-controlled randomised double-~blind trial. In an
. Interim analysis, hcpatits B infections were observed in 21% of the vaccine group and 46%,
of the placsbo group (p 0.02). 2 of the infections in the vaccine group and 12 of the infections
in the placebo group occurred afier the third injection. 609 of the vaccine recipients had an
irnmune response. 4 months after the first injection the mean titre of anti-HBs was l20 miU/mi.
"(THE LANCET, 11 April 1981, page 797.)
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