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1. DISTRIBUTION OF FIRST LESIONS IN LEPROSY.

Horton, R.J.& Povey, S. :
, Leprosy Review. 1966, 37, 113-14.

" The authors, while members of a Cambridge medical expedition in
south. India, were able te. collest data about the sites of the first . lesion
of leprosy in 252 patients, and: found thatin adults the distribution- diffe-
red significantly from therandom. Ininfants the distribution- was random,
and in children was intermediate between that of adults-and infants..
blood dissemination exists from the siteof early entry, it would be expec-
ted that the distribution of first lesions would be random. If this were
the case one would expect persons of all ages to show the randem.distri-
bution, but in thc data from south India this was true of infants and
possibly children. These results are more compatible with the siting of
the first lesion by some non-random procesé which affects the whole body
to the same extent in infants, but is more limited as maturity approaches,
such as being unclothed and handled by mothers or relatives in the case
of infants, whereas in adults the figures show a striking deficiency in
Jesions of the trunk, buttocks and thighs, which are the parts covered by
by clothing in this part of India.

The first lesion on hand or forearm was distributed almost equally
petween the right and left limbs. The data obtained in this expedition
support the hypothesis of entry of infection by leprosy through the skin,
«nd spread by person to person to contact, or by minor trauma.

J.R. Innes.




